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Here it is! The final newsletter of 2020. I imagine we will all look back on 

this year and not quite believe how it panned out and how it continues to 

pan out. I do not feel that there is one person amongst us that could have 

predicted a pandemic and the impact it would have on us all. Although we 

are approaching a new year, with new hope I am not sure it is going to be as 

fast as we would all like. My brother has just text me to say that they have 

cancelled the Army Navy Rugby match at Twickenham for next year too. 

This has made me very sad! I also hope though that we look back and take 

from this year things that we can continue that have worked well and in 

some ways will make our lives easier and possibly give us more. For 

example, meetings can be done just as successfully over the internet 

without the lost time travelling to and from and trying to find a parking 

space! I am sure you will be able to think of lots more and take forward lots 

of positives. Let me know what they are, we can share them as good news 

stories.  

In school this week, its been a little bit hectic and unexpected. But I have 

to say team Lanesend have gone above and beyond and enabled all the 

things we had planned to continue for the children and families. Your 

support as a community has been outstanding and I Thank You from the 

bottom of my heart, it made a difficult decision feel better. So what have we 

been doing? We have been delivering hot lunches, the Christmas Lunch was 

lovely and I even took some home for my family yesterday so a great big 

thank you to our kitchen ladies who cooked Christmas Lunches all week as 

well as other lunches and then packed them up to be delivered. Super 

cooks all of you. Our deliveries have taken to the pavements, bikes and cars 

to get the lunches out but also the children’s gifts that were planned to go 

out today with the children. I cannot thank the delivery enough team for 

their speedy response and perseverance in finding homes (some that 

proved quite tricky to find!) 

I also want to thank the Elves and Santa who brought Lapland to 

Lanesend, including some snow and brought magic to the children, staff 

and families here in school and at home. To Year 5 and in particular Miss 

Jones who has put together a fabulous Year 5 performance that I just 

love! You all did amazingly! To team Year R who recorded the Nativity 

Tuesday afternoon in haste before the children left so that it was ready for 

one of our advent doors in the coming days. We have also recorded lots of 

different surprises and events for the children that will be with you too. Do 

check in on Dojo, Facebook and our Lanesend YouTube channel.  

The children’s Pupil Progress Reports have also been delivered to isolating 

teachers at home to complete and they will photograph them and send 

them to you. The reports are evolving and with this come some 

discrepancies until we pass through all the changes and come out the other 

side. We still have some changes to put in as we move from ages to 

standardised levels. On the reports sometimes you will see that the ages 

are higher or lower than the FLiC points this illustrates to us different steps 

and needs that we may need to put in for the children, for example a child 

that has higher ages and lower FLiC demonstrates to us that in class we are 

not seeing the level of knowledge of skill they are demonstrating in a test so 

we can put in some extra support to explore this.  

Sometimes it is higher FLiC and lower ages and this may suggest that the 

child is not understanding the style of test questions so again we will put in 

some support. We never expect the children to make progress again and 

again as learning is not linear. There will be times that their progress will go 

up and their progress will go down and this is normal. Progress goes up and 

down and round, backwards and forwards. If you do have any concerns 

about your child’s report please message their teacher and they will be 

happy to talk it through with you.  

We return to school on the Monday 4th January with a focus on Health 

and Wellbeing. The team are already planning learning for this week. We 

will also be exploring Emotional and Mental Health as well as online 

learning and bullying. We will also be looking at Physical Fitness and 

Healthy Eating which is often a New Years resolution for many of us. The 

challenge is always to maintain this beyond January, adopting a balanced 

lifestyle is the aim and we will help our children understand this. After this 

we will then be going into our Rain, Steam and Speed whole school topic. 

Unfortunately, it looks unlikely that we will get to the Tate Modern to see 

the Turner exhibition. But hopefully we could get to the weather stations 

and the different trains on the Island as well as looking at Turner as an 

artist at that time and maybe using the Isle of Wight as inspiration to paint 

in a Turner style.  

Our focus for the spring term is to develop a love and buzz at home and 

in school for maths, to look at diversity through our reading books ready 

for our read-a-thon, to continue supporting wellbeing through COVID times 

as well as many other fabulous learning and activities to make Lanesend 

that stand out school of choice. Talking about choice please do not forget 

to fill in the forms for Reception 2021-2022 by midnight on 13th January. 

We are already planning transition and activities to welcome our new 

children into school.  

May I just remind families that if your child is in Year 4 and 6 they must 

isolate at home. This means that they must not go to the supermarket or 

out and about, visit friends or family but stay at home until and including 

Tuesday 22nd December. Lets keep everyone safe and keep COVID where 

it needs to be. Gone!  

We have had some lovely news in school this afternoon. Miss Norcutt has 

given birth to a beautiful baby girl and both baby and Mummy are doing 

well. We are over the moon to hear this special news before Christmas.  

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful Christmas. I 

do know that it may not be like the ones gone before but doing something 

differently and making the most of the time with our family and friends 

and showering them with love and kindness will change our world and 

make our Christmas magical. It has been quite an incredible year and one 

that I have learnt much from.  

Festive wishes and New Year happiness to you all.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 

This year’s John Lewis Christmas advert revolves around a theme inspired by the kindness of the 
British public during the coronavirus pandemic. The famous shop chain said it considered not 
producing an advert over concerns it may not be appropriate this year, but charity partners per-
suaded them to go ahead. The advert features people delivering food to an elderly couple and a 
man extending a Christmas cracker all the way to his lonely neighbour's house so they can main-
tain social distancing. 

 

Main question: 

How can we show we 
care from afar? 

 

This week’s debate... 

       Dates for your Diary  

Thursday 17th December— Year 5 Christmas Performance Released 

Friday 18th December—   Reception Christmas Performance Released 

Friday 18th December—  Christmas Jumper, Costume, Character or    

       Themed Costume Day 

Friday 18th December—  Last Day of Term 

 

Monday 4th January—  Welcome Back—Spring Term 
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Try the ‘12 Challenges of Christmas’ Reading Challenge at home 

with your family and enjoy the daily activities below: 
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Christmas at Osborne 2020 

There is plenty to see at Osborne this festive season. There is a Christmas Wreath Hunt and a Christmas Quest to 

add interest to your family walk around the beautiful Estate.  

Tasty food and drink is available to take away down at our beautiful Beach Café.  

The House is dressed in its Christmas finery and there are some wonderful exhibits by local schools who took 

part in our Creative Christmas Challenge this year.  

Tickets must be pre-booked online. Entry is free to English Heritage members. 

More details can be found at: 

 https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/osborne/prices-and-opening-times/ 

Carisbrooke Castle is also open at weekends over the school holidays: 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/carisbrooke-castle/prices-and-opening-times/ 

We look forward to welcoming you and wish you all a very Happy Christmas. 
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